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Ngorongoro Crater, Tanzania

We haven't got to the crater yet; I just want to share with you some of the beauty on route. 

 

These first three images of Ngorongoro Crater are color enhanced, but the place does really
look that magical. 
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http://farm9.staticflickr.com/8516/8375088261_f8ea48bc16_m.jpg
http://farm9.staticflickr.com/8192/8375097205_472e91fea9_m.jpg
http://farm9.staticflickr.com/8228/8375104413_729b1e4a0f_m.jpg
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The descent into the 18 by 20 kilometer crater is a touch hair-raising. 

But once you're on the crater floor, you can see a great selection of Africa's most famous
animals. Why there's a wildebeest and hyena now. 
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http://farm9.staticflickr.com/8216/8376182142_8b47912094_m.jpg
http://farm9.staticflickr.com/8087/8375114585_b4fd300166_m.jpg
http://farm9.staticflickr.com/8053/8375119567_e67baea33e_m.jpg
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And an ostrich pretending to be a roadrunner. 

Even though you've got to stay in your vehicle, you can get pretty close to some of the animals. 

Such as this wildebeest.
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http://farm9.staticflickr.com/8359/8376197102_2f4a418443_m.jpg
http://farm9.staticflickr.com/8497/8375128129_5f7a4e41ec_m.jpg
http://farm9.staticflickr.com/8073/8376209328_5b52782291_m.jpg
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Or this hyena who had dug herself a hole. 

But this pack of hyenas stayed away. 
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http://farm9.staticflickr.com/8073/8375142119_4dd656a01d_m.jpg
http://farm9.staticflickr.com/8332/8378991699_ca270ebbec_m.jpg
http://farm9.staticflickr.com/8323/8380077324_502c6ee52a_m.jpg
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At lunch time many tourists congregate at a small lake. This photo was taken in November,
which is low season. I can't say I'd like to tour Ngorongoro during the busy season. 

This a view of the lunch spot lake from above. 

But easily the most touching and memorable scene at Ngorongoro was watching a group of
Cape Buffalo hold a funeral for a slain comrade. 
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http://farm9.staticflickr.com/8363/8380065338_883a8df4b1_m.jpg
http://farm9.staticflickr.com/8232/8379002381_d82a195df9_m.jpg
http://farm9.staticflickr.com/8515/8380088396_716e138535_m.jpg
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A pride of lions had killed a Cape Buffalo and had been feasting on it for a hour or more. The
small herd of buffalo kept their distance for all of that time, then suddenly grouped up as you
see them in the photo above. Then they made a charge on the lions and chased them back. 

And finally, the herd of Cape Buffalo gathered around their partly eaten friend. The group stayed
with their dead comrade for about a half hour, then moved away en group. The lions then went
back to their meal. Africa teaches hard lessons. 
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http://farm9.staticflickr.com/8375/8380095720_8a0b0d04f7_m.jpg
http://farm9.staticflickr.com/8494/8379018185_44714790c3_m.jpg
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